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British Columbia Library | 
Association Conterence 


rhis year the British Columbia Library Asso 
ciation is holding its conference at Bowen 
Island Inn on Sunday, May 15th and Monday, 
May 16th. This thirty-eighth annual meeting 
of the association will undoubtedly prove one 
of the most interesting, and successful that have 
been held 

The committee responsible has planned a 
particularly appealing programme. At the first 
scheduled meeting of the convention there will 
be a panel discussion on the report of the 
\.L.A. Fourth Activities Committee. Mr. E. S. 
Robinson will be the moderator, and ‘Miss 
Margaret Clay, Miss Irene McAfee, Mr. R. L. 
Gitler, and Mr. H. Bauer will form the panel. 
The subject is of vital interest to our own asso- 
ciation and to all library associations in Canada 
and the United States 


[he speaker at the banquet to be held Sunday 
evening will be Dr. Noel FE. Odell, noted Alpin- 
ist and geographer. Dr. Odell is at present 
lecturing at the University of British Columbia 
as visiting professor of geography and geology 
from Cambridge University. He has been a 
member of two expeditions which sought to 
climb Mt. Everest, and during the second at- 
tempt he came within 2,000 feet of the 29,000- 


foot summit. He has also done considerable 
climbing in Canada, notably in the Yoho Valley 
and Maligne Lake area of British Columbia. In 
1947 he was a member of a party which ex- 
plored the Lloyd George mountains in northern 
British Columbia. His addess, which will be 
illustrated by pictures he has taken himself, 
should be one of the highlights of the con- 
vention. 

Monday afternoon has been devoted to group 
meetings and Monday evening the convention 
will close with a panel discussion on recruit- 
ment for the library profession. Mrs. Margaret 
Brunette will act as moderator. 

In addition to a fine programme, we are also 
fertunate in the location of our conference. 
Bowen Island in the spring is a most beautiful 
spot. And this year the programme has been 
planned to allow enough free time to renew 
friendships, to make new ones, and generally 
to take advantage of some of the spring sun. 
\ walk to Lake Killarney, or along the beach 
will provide an excellent opportunity for in- 
formal discussions and for getting acquainted 
with other members. Let us all pray for sun- 
shine. 


The programme in full is as follows: 


BRITISH COLUMBIA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


Thirty-eighth Annual Conference 
Bowen Island Inn, May 15th and 16th, 1949 


Programme 


SUNDAY, MAY 15TH 


11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.—kKegistration 


2:00 p.m.-3:30 p.m 


\ctivities Committee. 


Miss Margaret Clay 
Miss Irene McAfee 
3:30 p.m.-4:00 p.m.—Recess 


4:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m 
7:00 p.m.—Banquet. 


\ddress by Dr. Noel 


\nnual business meeting 


General session: Panel discussion on Report of the A.L.A. Fourth 
Moderator: Mr. E. S. Robinson 


Mr. R. L. Gitler 
Mr. H. Bauer 


Odell 
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MONDAY, MAY 16TH 


9:30 a.m \nnual business meeting continued 
2:30 p.m.—Group meetings 
Cataloguers— 
Informal discussion 
Chairman: Miss Dorothy Jetferd 
Children’s and School Librarians— 
Children’s Book Awards: Miss Elizabeth Groves 
\ctivities for C.A.C.L.: Mrs. Cecily Ellis 
Chairman: Miss Isabel McTavish 
Circulation Librarians— 
The Closed Shelf: Miss Alma Brundige 
Censorship: Mrs. Isabel Robinson 
Chairman: Miss Eleanor Mercer 
Reference Librarians— 
The Co-ordination of Reference Work in B-C.: Mr. W. E. Ireland 
United Nations Documents 
Binding of sessional papers 
Quizzes and contests 
Weston check list 
Chairman: Miss Irene McAfee 
Regional Librarians— 
Union Library Institute 
Special Librarians— 
International Pacific Salmon Fisheries Commission Library: Miss 
Doreen White 
Chairman: Miss Jean S. Irving 
(Note: Further subjects planned but not announced) 
Trustees— 
Round table discussion: Certification of Librarians 
Chairman: Mrs. Helen Culter 
7:30 p.m.—Panel discussion: Recruitment for the Library Profession 
Moderator: Mrs. Margaret Brunette 


Convention Accommodation and 
Transportation 


Some of the details regarding transportation The rates of certain accommodation have 
accommodation have been changed since the also been changed. The cabins are now $7.50 per 
last Bulletin. There will be no scheduled Union person per night. The other rates are as before: 
Steamship boat to Vancouver Tuesday morn $5.00 per person per night, all prices including 
, but arrangements are being made to enable meals. 
everyone to return to the city Monday night \ny members planning to attend who have 
way of Horseshoe Bay. As in the original not as yet registered should do so immediately. 
announcement, the regular Sunday morning Since accommodation is strictly limited, it is 
Union Steamship boat from Vancouver will necessary that those wishing to share rooms 
reach the island in ample time for the start ot with friends send their own names and the 
convention. Delegates can also reach the names of favoured room-mates in the same 
island via Horseshoe Bay, but it would be well reservation request. Please send reservations 
to check with Pacific Stages for departure times to J. G. Mitchell, Provincial Library, Victoria, 
buses and ferries B. ¢ 
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE 


The Nominating Committee for the British 
Columbia Library Association having been 
appointed for the current year, it was hoped 
that there might be competition for offce for 
the year 1949-’50. None being evident, notice was 
given in the January “Bulletin,” inviting mem- 
bers to submit their candidates, according to 
section 31 (b) of the constitution. 

The office of President will be taken by this 
year’s Vice-President, Miss Amy Hutcheson, 
and that of Treasurer will be held for one year 
longer by Miss Myrtle Batcheler. 

A proposal was received for the position of 
Vice-President, but was subsequently withdrawn 
with full consent when it appeared desirable that 


Reports of Committees 


the incoming Executive should be selected from 
the mainland. Candidates were then proposed 
for the two vacant positions (that of Vice-Presi- 
dent and of Secretary), nominations now stand- 
ing as follows: 

For Vice-President—Miss Eleanor Mercer, 
University of British Columbia. 

For Secretary—Miss Aileen Tufts, Vancouver 
Public Library. 

Accordingly, the Nominating Committee begs 
to recommend that the above names be accepted 
for office. 


CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE 


No report. 


Dr. James Adams Lowe 


Dr. James Adams Lowe, librarian of the 
Rochester Public Library and a foremost 
authority on library buildings, was in Van- 
couver for two weeks in April. Together with 
Mr. John §S. Richards of the Seattle Public 
Library, he conducted a survey of the Van- 
couver Public Library under the auspices of 
the American Library Association at the request 
of the Vancouver library board. His official 
report has not yet been made public, but Dr. 
Lowe has had several things to say about the 
Vancouver library which, if taken to heart by 
the council and citizens of Vancouver, should 
do much toward the start of a new central 
library in that city. 

He praised highly both the staff and the 
collection, but he utterly damned the inadequate 
structure in which they were housed. Pointing 
in contrast from the Vancouver building to the 
Rochester Public Library, which he helped to 
plan and which is able to be the cultural centre 
Dr. Lowe feels a library ought to be, he said, 
“In the Rochester Public Library there are 
film showings once a week, an art gallery with 
accommodation for record concerts, and book 
reviewing discussions. There’s even a drama 
league.” 

\t the invitation of Mr. E. S. Robinson, Dr. 
Lowe also visited Victoria for a day. His re- 


marks about the Victoria Public Library left 
no doubt as to his idea of the adequacy of the 
structure: “The Greks had a word for it—I 
haven't . . . This building should have been 
shelved twenty-five years ago.” But once again 
he had only praise and sympathy for a fine 
staff forced to work with a splendid collection 
in a totally inadequate building. 

Dr. Lowe’s report on the Vancouver Public 
Library should prove interesting reading when 
it is made public. 


Public Relations 


Serious consideration is being given by the 
Public Library Commission to the recom- 
mendation passed by the last general meeting, 
asking the Commission to investigate the pos- 
sibility of instituting a public relations pro- 
gramme in its own and all public libraries’ 
interests, and to consider the desirability and 
feasibility of securing the services of an expert 
in the field of public relations, who would plan 
and carry out a programme for the province in 
which each library would participate. 
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Public Relations in Libraries 


lo make our library services known to all, 
to make our libraries hospitable, friendly, help 
ful places —these are the aims of a Public Rela 
tions program. The field is what you make it. Its 
possibilities are unlimited. Furthermore the 
field is less restricted by library budgets, than 
by lack of initiative. \ well planned program, 
alertness to publicity angles, and emphasis on 
cooperation with community groups and in- 


dividuals—these form the kernel of so-called 


“Public Relations.’ 


The fact that people in a community know 
a library exists is not enough. Nor is it enough 
if they are merely informed the library lends 
books. Our aim is to insure they make personat 
use of the library. If we fall down on this, we 
are failing in our profession just as surely as 
tl 
who is minus patients. Since non-use of the 


e lawyer who has few clients or the doctor 


library, or only occasional use by some people 
is due as a rule to lack of information about 
it—the answer lies in making our services better 


known to all 


But perhaps it is just as well to stress right 
here that publicity is not everything. True 
friendliness and helpfulness must be there too! 


Shall we examine briefly some of the more 
obvious avenues of publicity’ Newspapers are 
one of the most useful mediums, but we must 
bear in mind that newspapers are choosey 
about what they print. For they, too, have their 
limitations. Their first aim is NEWS. If they 
lack this and need “tillers” the library can move 
in with short notices, or mention of new books 
This will serve as a foot in the door to bigger 
and better publicity. But the writer recalls that 
even big library news such as a Diamond 
Jubilee can be pushed off the page by a sensa- 
tional murder or a Royal wedding. So it ts 
important that we furnish vital and interesting 
releases to cope with the competition of more 
sensational news. On the other hand there is 
no need to restrict ourselves to any one avenue 


of approach 


Radio, of course, is another excellent medium 
of reaching non-library users. Many indifferent 
readers are radio fans. For them the spoken 
word has in appeal the printed word never 
had. But through radio we can use the spoken 


word to get the written word across. We need 
to remember that each radio listener is a poten- 
tial library member. Most radio stations are 
cooperative about spot announcements of 
library news, 1e., a story hour for children, a 
new bookmobile service, a talk by a local 
author, etc. Making friends with members of 
press and radio circles will open up many 
avenues for free publicity and good relations. 

Still a third medium is that of “talks.” Com- 
munity organizations of all kinds welcome 
information that is geared to their needs. A 
speaker from the library staff who will go forth 
with enthusiasm to explain the library's services 
is equipped to spread good “public relations” 
far and wide. Each talk should be slanted to 
the organization's purpose, its members, and 
its needs 

However, no publicity of any kind is worth 
its salt, unless in the library itself we are pre- 
pared to be hospitable, sincere and helpful. 
This may sound obvious and simple but when 
you stop to analyze hospitality in a library 
you will tind it is made up of a thousand parts! 


Is the approach to the library easy? Does 
the door swing wide? Is the staff well chosen? 
\re librarians quick to smile? Is registration 
red-tape minimized? Is emphasis on service 


rather than on limited loans and overdues fines? 
\re reminder notices curt, or courteously 
worded? 

Is the library cheerful with pretty posters 
is? Has it potted 


and professional looking sig 
plants and colorful displays? The visitor who 
finds these is much more apt to become a 
regular member than one who finds drab look- 
ing stacks of books somewhat in need of 
weeding. is the lighting good? 

\nd how about the telephone? Is it answered 
pleasantly and intelligently? The telephone can 
make or break friends for a library. It is ter- 
ribly important in this day and age. 


In future issues of the bulletin we can take 
up more in detail the various ways of improving 
library relations with our communities 

We are all in this together aren’t we? So 
here's to BETTER PUBLIC RELATIONS! 


Elinor Evans. 
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A Selection of 
British Columbia Government Documents 


Received January-March, 1949 


Legislature. 

Statement of government policy outlined in 
address given by Honourable Byron I. Johnson, 
Premier of British Columbia, on Friday, Febru- 
ary 1lith, 1949, during session of the Provincial 
Legislature. 1949. 30pp. 


agriculture Dept. 
“Poultry and poultry products act”: regula- 
tions respecting the grading, purchase, and sale 


of eggs 1949. 3pp. 


Agriculture Dept.—Horticultural Branch. 

Horticultural circular No. 56. Revised. Cur- 
rant and gooseberry culture by G. E. W. Clarke. 
1948. 12pp. 


Agriculture Dept.—Livestock Branch. 

Dairy circular No. 60. Seventeenth list of 
dairy sires: section |1—Holsteins. . . . 1947-48 
16pp. Mimeo. 

Dairy circular No. 61. Ninth annual list of 
long distance productiong records of cows in 
provincial cow-testing associations as at June 
30th, 1948. (Minimum 2,000 Ibs. butterfat). 
\rranged according to breeds. 1948. 10pp. 


Mimeo. 


Agriculture Dept.—Livestock Branch.—Re- 
corder of Brands. 

Brands recorded during January and Febru- 
ary, 1949. 2pp. Mimeo 


Agriculture Dept.—Markets Branch. 

The markets bulletin. (Weekly.) Vol. 3 No. 23 
Dec. 7th, 1948. No issues for Dec. 28th or Jan. 
11th. 


Agriculture Dept.—Statistics Branch. 
\gricultural statistics report—year 1947. 1448. 

5Ipp. 

Agriculture Dept.—Women’s Institutes Branch. 


Handbook British Columbia women's in- 
stitutes. 1948 4ipp 


Attorney-General_—Game Commission. 

Second annual game convention: Harrison 
Hot Springs: April 28th, 29th, and 30th, 1948: 
report of procedings. 1948. 234pp. 


Attorney-General—Insurance Dept. 
List of insurers licensed under the “Insurance 
1936. . . . December 


. 


act” chapter 133, R.S.B.C, 
3ist, 1948. 48pp. 


Education Dept. 

High school examination papers: senior 

matriculation: June and August, 1948, 172pp. 
university entrance: June and 
August, 1948. 1948. 241pp. 

List of schools in British Columbia with 
names and addresses of principals and secre- 
taries, 1948-1949. 18pp. Mimeo. 

Names of school districts with the names 
and addresses of the inspectors of schools and 
of the secretaries of school boards, January, 
1949. 8pp. Mimeo. 


Education Dept.—Schools and Community 
Drama Branch. 

British Columbia drama. Vol. 2 No. 1 October, 
1948. 36pp. 


Education Dept.—Division of School Broad- 
casts. 

Supplement to teachers’ bulletin for school 
broadcasts: programme details for January, 
February, 1949. 1948. 42pp. 

March-May, 1949. 1949. 52pp. 


Health and Welfare Dept. 
Health bulletin Vol. 18. Nos. 10 and 11. 
October-November, 1948. 14pp. Mimeo. 
No. 12. December, 1948. 16pp. Mimeo. 


Health and Welfare Dept.—Public Health 
Branch.—Division of TB Control. 
Monthly report division of tuberculosis con- 
trol. Nov., 1948-Feb., 1949. 8pp. each. Mimeo. 
Monthly report; part 2; division of tubercu- 
losis control; as compiled by division of vital 
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statistics. Nov. and Dec., 1948 opp each. Pro- 

cessed 
(Part | 

tions; Part [l1—medical and vital statistics.) 


statistics of the work of the institu- 


Health and Welfare Dept—Social Welfare 
Branch. 
British Columbia's welfare. Vol. 5. No. 9 
Dec., 1948 l6pp 
Nos. 10 and 11. Jan. and Feb., 1949 


20pp. ear h 


Health and Welfare Dept.—Social Welfare 
Branch. Old Age Pension Board. 


Handbook for old-age pensioners. 1948. 24pp. 


Labour Dept.—Board of Industrial Relations. 

Summary of orders and regulations made 
pursuant to “Male minimum wage act,” “Fe 
male minimum wage act,” “Hours of work 
act”: compiled as at December 31st, 1948. 1948. 
4Spp 


Lands and Forests Dept—Forest Service— 
Economics Division. 

Research notes No. 14 freatment of red 
alder in the coastal region of British Columbia 
by George Warrack. 1949. 7pp. Processed. 


Lands and Forests Dept—wWater Rights 
Branch. 
British Columbia snow surveys February 
1, 1949. Spp. Mimeo. 
March 1, 1949. 4+1ii pp. Mimeo 


Mines Dept. 
Bulletin No. 14. Analyses of British Co 
lumbia coals, compiled by James Dickson 
1941: reprinted with note re classification of 
coal and selected additional analyses 
1948. 1948. 25pp. 
Bulletin No. 26. 
Cariboo mining division by Stuart S. Holland, 
1948. 1948. 66pp. 


Report on the Stanley area, 


Output of coal . from the collieries ot 
British Columbia (Monthly.) Oct., 1948- 
Jan., 1949. Mimeo. 

Up to and including Dec., 1948, stated in long 


tons; after this, in short tons 


Provincial Secretary. 
Rossland-Trail by-election: detailed results. 
1948. Ip. Mimeo 

South Okanagan by-election: detailed results 
1948. Ip. Mimeo 


BULLETIN 


April, 1949. 


Public Works Dept. 


Regulations pursuant to the “Highway act” 
respecting regulation of traffic, January Ist, 
1949. 1948. 6pp. 2 charts 
Trade and Industry Dept.—British Columbia 
Travel Bureau. 

\uto courts and resor.s in British Columbia, 
1948. 1948. 120pp 

Calendar of events (March, 1949). 6pp. Pro- 
cessed. 

Forthcoming entertainment occasions e.g. 
fairs, festivals, tournaments, shows—up to and 
including next December 

Regulations governing tournist camps and 
trailers (made pursuant to the “Tourist camp 
regulation act’). 1948. 13pp. 

Vancouver Island, British Columbia: island 
playground of the Pacitic Northwest. 1948. 32pp 


Trade and Industry Dept.—Burueau of Eco- 
nomics and Statistics. 


Business activity in British Columbia. Janu- 
ary, 1949. 46pp. Processed. 

Monthly. Each issue, conveniently indexed, 
collects in one concise volume, a great variety 
of current statistics. 

Monthly statement of external trade through 
British Columbia ports. Aug.-Nov., 1948. 27, 29, 


28 and 30 pp. respectively. Processed. 


Trade and Industry Dept.—Regional Develop- 
ment Division. 

Regional industrial index of British Columbia. 
1948. 182pp. Maps 
similar 
to those of the Dominion census with a further 


Broken down into 10° divisions 
breakdown into 73 districts. Convenient index- 
ing under divisions, districts and municipalities. 
Main headings—‘Resources”; “Economic data 


and industrial facilities”; “Pay-rolls.” 


J G Chope, 


Supervisor of School Libraries 


Due to the feeling that the present moment 
is not propitious for pressing for the appoint- 
ment ot a Supervisor of School Libraries, the 
Library Section, B.C.T.F., has declined with 
appreciation the Executive’s offer of support 


from this Association, 


_—? 


i 
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Cover Trouble 


“Is there any law against a cover on our 
Bulletin that isn’t so deadly dead???? 


This charming comment, reproduced exactly, 
even to the four question marks which presum- 
ably are meant to indicate the depth of feeling 
behind the simple question, is, perhaps, a just 
criticism. We are willing to grant ‘that the cover 
of the Bulletin is dead, dull, and, since the editor 
has had no formal art training beyond a com- 
pulsory one hour a week in grade eight, that 
it is pretty bad artistically, too. But now that 
the matter has been drawn—forcibly—to our 
attention, we must ask your help. We can offer 
no prize, but your suggestions for a_ suitable 
cover will be appreciated greatly by the editor, 
by the members, and by one person (see above) 
in particular. The Bulletin needs a basic cover 
design which can be reproduced without great 
expense. Please submit as many designs as you 
can as soon as you can, and we shall try to 
brighten at least the front of the Bulletin. 


Having solicited your help for a cover, we 
shall proceed to solicit your help in the prepara- 
tion of the entire Bulletin. \WWe need articles on 
subjects of interest to sritish Columbia li- 
brarians, suggestions for articles, and letters of 
instruction and guidance—and even condemna 
tion—if the Bulletin is truly to be of service to 
the members of the association. It is only by 
giving you what you want and what will be of 
interest and use to you, the members of BCLA, 
that our publication should be allowed to con- 


tinue. 


We are trying to fulfil our function by printing 
news of the association—the convention pro- 
grammes and reports, committees and their 
reports, etc.—of libraries, and of individual li- 
brarians, and by certain special features, two 
of which are to be found in this month’s issue. 


It was felt that a selected, annotated list of 
British Columbia government publications 
would be found useful, especially in the smaller 
libraries of the province. Mr. J. G. Chope of the 
Provincial Library has consented to compile 
such a bibliography for each issue based on the 
material received by the Provincial Library in 
the quarters between scheduled Bulletins. The 
list is not intended to compete with that already 
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published in the Ontario Library Review. We 
hope that our list will bring to your attention 
particularly useful material which might be lost 
or require much more careful searching in a 
longer, exhaustive bibliography. 


In addition, the first of a series of articles on 
public relations work in libraries appears in 
this month’s issue. ‘Mrs. Elinor Evans, the 
Director of Public Relations for the Vancouver 
Public Library, will direct her articles chiefly 
at the smaller libraries again, but all libraries 
can benefit from her stimulating advice. 


With these alone, however, the Bulletin can- 
not continue. We must have manuscripts, sug- 
gestions, and corrections. If we do not hear 
from our readers it will be not only our covers 
that will be “so deadly dead.” 


Herbert Killam 


\nnouncement was made in Victoria April 
3rd of the death of Arthur Herbert Killam, 
retired Superintendent of British Columbia Pub- 


lic Library Commission. 


Herbert Killam was born in Pictou, Nova 
Scotia, 76 years ago, and came to this province 
in 1912 to take charge of the Travelling Library 
department of the Provincial Library. In 1919, 
on the passage of the Public Libraries Act, he 
was appointed the first Superintendent of the 
Public Library Commission. During his term 
of office, Mr. Killam inaugurated and was 
mainly responsible for the success of the Open 
Shelf division of this department. 


Because of his modest and retiring manner, 
few people knew that Mr. Killam was an 
accomplished musician. The fine collection of 
books on music on the Public Library Com- 
mission’s shelves is mainly due to his knowledge 


and love of music. 


Mr. Killam retired in 1936 after several years 
of ill health, living quietly in Victoria until the 
time of his death. He was a real pioneer in the 
library movement of this province, and the 
work he did in building up public library service 
will not soon be forgotten. 
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Positions Vacant 


LIBRARIAN, Department of the Attorney- 
General, British Columbia 

Duties: Administration of the libraries in the 
men's gaol and the women’s goal of Oakalla 
Prison Farm (on the outskirts of Vancouver), 
together with minor responsibilities for library 
service at New Haven (Borstal type reform 
atory), Vancouver, and three out-lying gaols at 
Nelson, Kamloops, and Prince George 

Qualifications: Male British subject. B.A,, 
b.L.S. Preference given to applicant with ex 
perience 

Salary range: $2,280-$2,700 plus cost-of-living 
bonus of $32 per month. (Increments of $60 per 
year over a broken nine-year period) 

Apply to: Commissioner of Provincial Police, 
Victoria, B.C 


SENIOR LIBRARY ASSISTANT for the 
Public Library Commission, Department of 
k.ducation 

Duties: ‘Io assist in the re-organization and 
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operation of various branch libraries. The po 
sition involves travelling. 

Salary: $2,484-$2,784 per annum, including 
current cost-of-living bonus. Extra allowances 
while working in northern areas. Travelling 
expenses on duty allowed. The position is per- 
manent, and all Civil Service benetits are there 
fore included 

Qualifications: Candidates must have B.A. 
and B.L.S. or equivalent, and professional ex- 
perience. They must be British subjects, under 
#0 years of age for females, and under 45 for 
males (except in the case of ex-service per- 
sonnel, who are given preference). Application 
forms obtainable from all Government Agencies 
and the B.C. Civil Service Commission, Weiler 
Building, Victoria, or 636 Burrard St.. Van 
couver, to be submitted immediately to the 
Chairman of the Civil Service Commission, 
Victoria 


WANTED for non-departmentalized library, 
trained librarian interested in developing refer- 
ence service. Salary schedule in effect. \pply 
Librarian, New Westminster Public Library 


THE BULLETIN BOARD 


Prince George Branch 
Public Library Commission 

The Prince George branch of the Public 
Library Commission is pleased to report pro- 
vress in the development of some of the smaller 
Public Library Associations. Hazelton organ- 
ized an .\ssociation in the fall, held a book drive, 
prepared an attractive though temporary room 
in the community hall and had an official open- 
ing in March. The Branch librarian was invited 
to attend, was feted and in turn was able to give 
practical assistance during her two-day stay. 
Che people, though few in number, are enthu- 
siastic 

Burns Lake Library Association had the good 
fortune to receive a small building from the 
Village Commissioners. This by scrubbing, 
painting and equipping was transformed into 
an attractive library that is the pride of those 
vitally interested. Among the enthusiastic help- 
ers is an ex-member of the staff of the Van- 
couver Public Library. The Prince George 
Radio Station CKPG co-operated with the 
Public Library Commission in broadcasts two 
mornings of the special “book-week” preceding 


the offcial opening of the new Burns Lake 
Library. The broadcasts were short and aimed 
to arouse the interest of the residents at this 
stage of library progress. There was great 
enthusiasm when between 30 and 40 people 
attended the opening. 

\ concentrated effort has been made to com, 
plete the pooling of the libraries of one-room 
schools by June of this year and it seems likely 
we will reach our objective. This will mean that 
the pool will include the books of all one-room 
schools in seven inspectorates. 

Weekly broadcasts were resumed the first ot 
\pril. The local radio station is co-operative 
and we appreciate their generosity in giving 
us this time. Reception in rural areas is best 
during the day, fading out almost completely 
by 8 p.m.; we have been given from 4:45 to 
5 p.m. between two fairly popular items. 

Jeanette Sargent. 


Public Library Commission 

\t the annual meeting of the Commission 
held in Victoria on April 22, Miss Margaret J. 
Clay was elected chairman for the ensuing year. 
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225.00 were made, 
subject to approval by the Honourable the 


Grants-in-aid totalling $18, 


Minister of Education, to three union libraries 
and 21 public library associations. Grants of 
$500 each were made to the B.C. Library Asso 
ciation and the Canadian Library Association. 

In addition to grants-in-aid, distribution of 
“book grants” totalling $4,215.00 have been 
made this year to the three union libraries and 
to school-community libraries at Creston and 
Williams Lake. 

The Commission had a meeting with the 
Minister, with whom the question of provincial 
aid and other matters were discussed. 

Open Shelf and Travelling Library services 
have ben offered, on a cost basis, to the public 
libraries of Dawson City, Mayo Landing, and 
Whitehorse, and to residents of Yukon Ter- 
ritory generally, through these libraries. 

Travelling Library service has also been 
offered on a cost basis to Indian schools in 
3ritish Columbia, which come within the juris- 
diction of Dominion, not Provincial, authorities. 

Failing the immediate establishment of an 
institutional library divison to administer li- 
brary service for all the Provincial institutions, 
the Honourable the Attorney-General has, on 
the recommendation of the Public Library 
Commission, authorized the appointment of a 
full-time librarian to take charge of the Oakalla 
libraries and to administer other library services 
that come within his jurisdiction. 

The “Question Box,’ weekly broadcast spon 
sored by the Public Library Commission in 
co-operation with the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation, will continue for another 13 weeks 
starting April 25. Mrs. Elinor Evans, of Van- 
couver Public Library staff, who conducts this 
reference service over the air, will be heard 


every Monday from to 6:00 p.m. over 
the Pacific network of CBC 


C. K. Morison. 
Provincial Library 


The installation of a further section of per- 
manent steel stacking was completed in Febru- 
ary. It was an operation which had _ been 
desperately needed for some years, and al- 
though the new space provided is still far from 
sufficient it has made possible a more efficient 
and convenient arrangement of material. The 
whole staff now spends as much of its time 
as possible “underground” in an effort to com- 
plete the rather overwhelming task of moving 
every book, document, pamphlet, and periodical 





on the tive floors of stacks. We feel that at 
least a reading knowledge of Charles <Atlas’s 
works could profitably be made a part of every 
library school curriculum 

There have been a number of changes in the 
cataloguing department. Mrs. Kathleen Ford, 
formerly Miss Kathleen Fenner, is leaving the 
library at the end of April. Her place as head 
of the department is being taken by Miss 
Kathleen Clark, who was formerly chief 
librarian of the New Toronto Public Library 
and more recently on the staff of the Public 
Library Commission in Victoria. Miss Mavis 
Eastham, also of the cataloguing department, 
left in April to return to the East 


Vancouver Public Library 
Staff Association Bursary 

The Vancouver Public Library Staff Associa- 
tion Bursary is to be awarded for the year 
1949-50. Application forms may be obtained 
from the chairman of the Bursary Committee, 
Miss J. Hotson, Vancouver Public Library. 

The regulations governing the award are: 

An applicant to be eligible must have: 

1. Completed junior matriculation. 
2. Worked on a library staff for one year, 
or its equivalent in part time work. 

3. Declared his intention to adopt librarian- 
ship asa profession. 

The basis of selection will be the following: 

1. Scholarship 

2. Personality 

3. Ability to work with others 

4. Calibre of work done in the library 
5. Physical fitness 

6. Financial need. 

Other things being equal an application from 
a student going to Library School will take 
precedence over that of a student planning 
undergraduate work. 

The bursary may be suspended in any given 
year if there are not sufficient funds or if the 
Committe feels that no adequately qualified 
applicant is available. $150.00 shall be a mini- 
mum grant. 

Applications must be submitted to the Com- 
mittee before June 15 and selection will be 
announced as soon after June 30 as possible 
The successful applicant should be willing to 
return to British Columbia within a period of 
five years after graduation from Library School 
if a suitable library opening is available 

The decision of the Committee shall be final. 
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The Mitchell Library 


Victoria librarians had the privilege, recently, 
of meeting Miss Phyllis Mander Jones, Li 
brarian of the Mitchell Library, Sydney, New 


South Wales 
The Mitchell Library, containing the finest 


B.C.L.A. 


collection of material relating to Australasia 
in the world, owes its existence to David Scott 
Mitchell, a wealthy eccentric. Delicate in health 
and a recluse, Mitchell, in the last half of the 
nineteenth century, set out to collect books on 
English literature. Gradually his interests broad 
ened and he added to his collection everything 
he could acquire in the field of Australian books, 
manuscripts and maps 

before his death, realizing the value of his 
collection, he notified the trustees of the New 
South Wales Public Library of his intention to 
bequeath it to them, together with an endow 
ment for purchase only, provided they were 
constituted a corporate body He stipulated, 
also, that the government should preserve his 
collection intact in a separate wing or set of 
rooms to be known as the Mitchell Library, 
and that it should be freely available to students 
on conditions similar to those obtaining at the 
british Museum. As a result the Mitchell Wing 
of the beautiful New South Wales Public Li 
brary was formally opened in 1910 

\t an informal meeting held at the home of 
Miss Marjorie Holmes, Miss Jones spoke most 
interestingly on the Mitchell Library. She was 
en route to her home in Sydney after travelling 
xv the last year under the auspices of the 
Carnegie Corporation and the British Council 
on the continent, in the United Kingdom, and 
in the United States 


Okanagan Union Library 


Chere is little news to report this time. Spring 


thaws and frost-heaved roads are plaguing our 
lives at the moment, and making the weekly 
van trips somewhat difficult 

len large cartons of books for the March of 
Books campaign have been dispatched to 
Halifax, and they sem to have ben gratefully 
received 

Mrs. Ffoulkes and Doris Hall will represent 
our library at the B.C.L.A. convention. Mrs 
Ffoulkes also hopes to be able to attend the 
C.L.A. convention in Winnipeg, where she has 
been invited to speak on rural libraries 

We have just completed a printed catalogue 
of our books. The actual printing cost was two 
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dollars a copy, although we made all the stencils 
and did all the paging, proof-reading, etc., our- 
selves. It was auite a big job, but the catalogue 
looks very neat, and has ben much appreciated 
by the branches already. 


Agnes L. Stiell. 
A.L.A. Regional Conference 


The regional conference of the American 
Library Association will be held at the Uni- 
versity of British Columbia in Vancouver 
\ugust 22, 23, 24, and 25, 1949. Highlights of 
the affair include a pre-conference Film Institute 
to be held Sunday, August 21, an evening of 
fun and frolic sponsored by the exhibitors who 
are showing books and services, and a mystery 
cruise up the coast, followed by a banquet at 
which Dr. Lionel Stevenson of the University 
of California and Dr. Lawrence Powell will 
speak on books. 

For those who have not already paid their 
fees, the following salary scale is printed: 

Salaries Fee 
Up to and including $2,100 $ 3.00 
$2,101 to $4,000 6.00 
Over $4,000 10.00 

Fees should be sent to the American Library 
\ssociation, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago, 
Illinois. 


A Library School in B.C. 


In response to a recommendation from the 
Recruiting Committe asking that, as the Com- 
mittee feels that a main stumbling block to 
recruiting for librarianship in british Columbia 
is the lack of training facilities in the Province, 
the Executive of the bB.C.L.A. consider the 
possibilities of initiating a campaign for the 
establishment of a library school at the Uni- 
versity of British Columbia, the matter was 
placed before the Public Library Commission 
In his reply, expressing the willingness of the 
Commission to co-operate with the Association, 
Mr. C. K. Morison, Secretary, stated that he 
had ben informed by President N. A. M. Mac- 
Kenzie of the University of British Columbia, 
that the general concensus of opinion at a 
meeting of the heads of the Universities of the 
four western provinces was that if a library 
school were to be established in the west it 
should be at the University of British Columbia. 
Dr. MacKenzie concluded with the remark that 
“the next step is to tind the funds for it. These 
will only come as the need is proved and the 


public opinion aroused.” 
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